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	BLAIRGOWRIE AND RATTRAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL


Draft Minutes of the Community Council ordinary meeting 
held on 13th June 2024 at 7pm at the BaRi Building and online via ZOOM.
	ATTENDANCE

BRCC Members

David Cuthill (DC)
Steve Johnson (SJ)
Gina Purrmann (GP)

Lesley McDonald (LM)
Pete Richardson (PR)

	Vice-chair

Treasurer

Secretary


	PKC Local Councillors 

Bob Brawn (BB)
Tom McEwan (TM
Caroline Shiers (CS)

Laura Rodger (minutes)

3 members of the public 
Police Service

Fire Service
	APOLOGIES
Scott MacGregor (SM)
Jamie Louise Morrison (JLM)
ABSENCES

Andrew Scott (AS)

Pat Marshall (PM)

	Item 1 – Welcome and Introductions
DC welcomed everyone to the meeting at 19:02. DC asked all attendees for permission for the minute taker to record this meeting solely for the purpose of writing up the minutes; they will not share the recording and will delete it as soon as the minutes have been written. DC made all aware that no fire alarms are planned, and the location of emergency exits and bathrooms. The members of Blairgowrie & Rattray Community Council were introduced for the benefit of the members of the public.
	

	Item 2 – Apologies
Apologies received from SM and JLM. 
	

	Item 3 – Adoption of draft minutes of the 14th of May 2024 meeting

PR proposed the minutes. LM seconded. 
Decision: Approved without amendments.
	

	Item 4 – Police & Fire Reports 
Fire Report:
Blairgowrie were mobilised 35 times in May to a range of operational incidents across Perth & Kinross. Community Safety Engagement: Local young people from Blairgowrie High School attended Blairgowrie Fire Station for a 3-week Young Firefighters course where they learned all about safety, teamwork, respect and innovation. Firefighters from Blairgowrie Fire Station attended the ‘Blairgowrie Town Event’ which was an opportunity for local groups to share the work they do in and around the town and what they have planned for the rest of the year. 16 Firefighters from Blairgowrie summited the UKs highest peak, Ben Nevis in aid of the Scottish Family Support Trust and Poppy Scotland, raising £8,000. Blairgowrie Fire Station hosted a P7 induction event organised by Strathmore Centre for Youth Development - SCYD. Students from Rattray Primary School and Early Childhood Centre joined us to learn about the importance of making good choices, with a special focus on derelict and dangerous buildings, we covered; Local dangerous buildings and understanding their hazards, learning lifesaving CPR skills from First Aid Perthshire and experiencing the power of teamwork through a challenging smoke and darkness simulation. DC thanked the fire service for their continued engagement in the community. 
Police Report: 
 On Monday 13th May, PC Duncan and Sgt Craig from Kinross Community Policing Team visited Dunbarney Primary after school club to speak with the children about stranger danger and keeping safe whilst in the playground. We also answered questions they had for us including how it feels to be a Police Officer. Afterwards, we showed them the Police van and let them take turns trying on some uniform. Thank you to the children for an enjoyable afternoon and for our lovely picture.  After a joint investigation involving officers from Blairgowrie, Police Scotland and members of the Safer Communities Team at Perth and Kinross Council a 36 year old male has been reported to the Procurator Fiscal for a number of fly tipping incidents within the North Perthshire area. The illegal dumping of waste is a blight on our communities and countryside, and we will investigate all reports of fly-tipping. Fly-tippers face fines of between £500 and £40,000 and can even end up with a criminal conviction. Anyone with information on fly tipping is urged to contact the safer communities team at sct@pkc.gov.uk or call 01738 476476.  Police are appealing for information following reports of a vandalism to a number of plants and farming equipment at Tofthill Farm, Inchyra. The incident, which took place between 1700 hours on Friday 24th May and 1000 hours on Saturday 25th May saw various items damaged including boxes containing approximately 2000 bees. Anyone with any information is asked to contact Police on 101 quoting incident 1838 of 25/05/24 and crime ref CR/0190102/24.  A big thanks to Scottish Fire and Rescue Service for hosting a water safety awareness session in Kinloch Rannoch fire station 21/05 attended by representatives of various services patrolling areas near bodies of water. Fire Service presented various methods of casualty recovery and discussed their benefits as well as associated risks. They also gave a presentation of relevant CPR techniques and use of defibrillators. A very useful day for Visitor Rangers and colleagues from Forestry and Land Scotland, National Trust for Scotland, Parking Services and Loch Rannoch Conservation Association.
	

	Item 5 – Matters raised by members of the public
Please note that the items below detail the views and opinions raised by members of the public. This does not indicate the view of BRCC or individual Community Councillors unless clearly stated. 
a) Emma St Laundry Site
An email was received regarding the lack of progress in clearing the site, and the visual sightline issues which are persisting. Children have been playing on the site and this is likely to increase during the holidays. DC highlighted that the sightline issue is putting both drivers and pedestrians in danger on Emma Street and noted that the barriers are there for a reason. DC also emphasised that a child may end up seriously hurt if they fall over on this site. As such, steps must be taken to address these issues. DC enquired about the possibility of legal action. BB has been to the site and has photographed it. PKC have been trying to meet with the owner and they have indicated that they are trying to get planning permission on the site, but we do not know what this is for. Engineers must attend the site to assess the damage. This is going to take months, rather than weeks. PKC could clear the site, but this will be very expensive and there may not be the possibility of the money being reclaimed from the owner. DC asked if there is anything the legal department can do. BB noted that it is a complicated legal process and compulsory purchase would take years. BB is striving for the area to be fenced off. BB said it would be up to building standards to investigate the legalities. CS said that it would be worthwhile writing to the chief executive. She also suggested that it may be worth going to the press about it. A member of the public also noted that this area is right next door to the guide hut and it is not nice for the young people to see that. BB added that if a letter is written, send it by recorded delivery.
b) Hidden road signs 

A member of the public raised the issue of road signs being hidden or too dirty to read. CS has raised this with PKC. It is the responsibility of the owners to clean them. If the owners do not do so and PKC steps in, the owners will be billed. 

c) Road Traffic Collisions 

A member of the public reported that there had been two road traffic collisions on the verge (A926 just outside of Rattray on the way to Alyth at South Littleton). A child has been injured. PKC are responsible for the verge, but reports are only made if someone is injured.
	BRCC

	Item 6 – Regular Reports
a) Resilience/Flooding PR/SM
PR updated that there was a local resilience meeting. BRDT have indicated that they are going to get more involved. A questionnaire about flooding is online until the 26th of June. People are encouraged to respond. Still awaiting a response regarding the RiverTrack System. The next meeting will be on Monday the 16th of September at 4pm in the afternoon. There will be no flood gates or air bricks from the funding applications as they are not council properties. 
b) Climate Action DC/GP/JM
Nothing to report. 
c) Twinning GP/SM
Nothing to report. 
d) Maintenance in Blairgowrie & Rattray
   i. Built Environment – CS has passed on all the paperwork to SM that she has regarding the electrical connections at the Wellmeadow. 
    ii. Open Space – LM raised concerns about long grass. Speaking on behalf of the biodiversity group, LM made clear that they are not responsible for the long grass becoming an issue. If there is only long grass, then there cannot be good biodiversity. LM suggested that if representatives from each neighbourhood could give their suggestions, they could map out Rattray Common and pass these on to PKC.  A BioBlitz has been organised by a group of volunteers. It will start with a film screening and has a variety of events including a bat walk, dawn chorus and walks. The highlight of the day will be the worm charming competition. This event is free. The Rattray Community Garden is now open Wednesdays and Saturdays from 10am-1pm.
e) Local Place Plan
The Local Place Plan is ongoing. It will be towards the end of the year before this firms up into anything. 
	

	Item 7 – Matters arising/reports back
a) Citizen of the Year 
Forms are now being collected and a date will be set to go through them. Those who attended were invited to join, but they had resounding faith in all who are already involved. A date needs to be decided for when the awards will be presented, SJ will circulate a few options. 
b) November 5th Event 
GP sent out a note to other groups to see if there is anyone interested in running the November 5th event with support from BRCC. There is currently no update on this.
c) Noticeboards

LM met with Murray Fraser and discussed the noticeboards at the Wellmeadow. A site meeting took place today to go over the requirements and will update once there is more information. The area is currently being updated, so this is good timing. 
	SJ

	Item 8 – New Projects
GP introduced the ‘Rooted in Blairgowrie’ project. She is currently working on the red sheet for this. 
	GP

	Item 9 – Traffic Matters
No update. 

	

	Item 10 – Planning Matters 
The road is starting to be gravelled for the Marlee Quarry. 
	

	Item 11 – Chair’s Report
This has not been received. 
	

	Item 12 – Treasurer’s Report 
Admin 

May balance




£448.06
Minutes



£30

£418.06
June balance




£418.06



Projects
May balance




£8,372.27
June Balance




£8,372.27
Fireworks/Community Event


£211.89
Resilience




£4,261.12
Well (Defib)




£269.08
Bench





£253.52
Christmas Tree/Festive



£446.56
Rooted in B & R




£2,930 
	

	Item 13 – Secretary’s Correspondence. 
GP had to leave the meeting early. No update. 

	

	Item 14 – PKC Councillor’s Reports

BB updated that Glenalmond Road has been resurfaced properly. The speedbumps are more raised than they are Hatton Road. A quick follow up on the flood presentation from May – the findings will be published in August. It is hoped that the speedbumps on Upper Allan Street will be funded next year. This will be a speedbump that also has a gully on one side to help mitigate flooding. All other recommendations are being passed to SEPA for their consideration, but this will be coming out of their 2028 budget. Pavement parking is now illegal in Scotland, but it is not currently being enforced in PKC. There will be a meeting on this before it goes live. As noted in previous meetings, speed limits will be reduced to 20mph in urban areas by December 2025. This has been decided by the Scottish Government. There may be difficulty enforcing these speed limits in certain areas. 
CS noted the passing of Elaine Chalmers (Macdonald), a previous chair of BRCC had sadly passed away. She was a powerhouse and will be greatly missed. The handrail at Davie Park has been fixed. There has been no update on the bridge over the Ericht. There have been sewage issues when there is heavy rain. Scottish Water has been proactive, but CS emphasised that members of the public need to report issues when they become apparent. All the cars that had been abandoned have now been removed.  CS does not have the full details of this but may ask to find out what has happened. You can log abandoned vehicles on MyPKC. There will be no review of the opening times at the waste disposal centre. PKC are still pushing for a booking system. There are difficulties maintaining cemeteries due to long-term staff sickness. 
	

	Item 15 – AOCB
No update. There will not be a meeting in July due to high levels of absence. Meeting closed at 20:26. 
	

	Date of Next Meeting: 8th of August 2024, 7pm at the BaRi Building & 6.45pm online.
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